
Town of Mendon

Selectboard






April 28, 2014
Members of Selectboard present:  Greg Smith, Larry Courcelle, Geoff Wells
Town Officers and employees present: Sara Tully, Town Administrator, Bill Ellis, Road Commissioner, Phil Douglas, Constable/Planning Commission
Residents and visitors present: Brent Howard
The Selectboard Meeting was called to order at 5:36 PM at the Town Office.
Administrative Matters
Selectmen's Orders were reviewed and signed.

L. Courcelle moved to approve the minutes of 4/21/14.  Seconded by G. Wells.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Old Business

Letter of Support for land transfer to the Coolidge State Forest  The Selectboard signed a letter of support for the Trust for Public Lands to transfer the Holland Property (180 acres +/- in Mendon and  700 acres +/- in Shrewsbury) and ultimately become part of the Coolidge State Forest.  The letter supports land conservation efforts while highlighting a request to establish emergency access to Shrewsbury and assist the town in creating a safe access to the property.
Better Back Road Grant Application  S. Tully and B. Ellis are preparing a Better Backroads application for a project on Meadowlake Drive from Ferwood Drive to the Barone Property. Total project cost is $25,177.  The grant request is $10,000.  In-kind labor and equipment is $12,000. The Selectboard authorized S. Tully to sign the application to submit by May 5, 2014. 
Fuel Review & Utility Review  N. Gondella submitted a detailed review of the fuel and utility use at the garage.  B. Ellis will look into any unordinary costs.
Woodward Road Project  The Selectboard reviewed the analysis of the bids opened on April 23, 2014.  The apparent low bidder is The Belden Company at $303, 126.  The Selectboard authorized G. Smith to enter contracts on the town’s behalf to issue the Notice of Award, execute the contract and bond requirement, and sign the Notice to Proceed.  The bids came in significantly higher than the FEMA project worksheet.  G. Smith will confirm necessary notice and procedural requirements for FEMA assistance.

Special Officer Position  G. Smith moved to enter Executive Session at 7:40 PM to discuss personnel with the Selectboard, P. Douglas and S. Tully present.  The motion was seconded by G. Wells and unanimously approved.  The Chair declared the Board out of Executive Session at 7:48 PM.
The Selectboard will make an offer of employment to fill the Special Officer Position.

The Selectboard is still considering services offered by the Rutland County Sherif Department.  
Law Enforcement Expenses  P. Douglas submitted over $700 in expenses to cover costs he has incurred association with the transition of a new Constable.  G. Smith said the Selectboard will review the expenses in detail, but these expenses should be approved in advance instead of reimbursed.  Issue tabled until the next meeting.
Vehicle Expenses  P. Douglas requested to get the impala brakes serviced and the engine light is on. The Selectboard requested P. Douglas obtain an estimate to have the vehicle fixed.
Governors Highway Safety Program Safety Equipment Grant $2,000  P. Douglas submitted equipment eligible for purchase under the Governors Highway Safety Program Safety Equipment Grant.  P. Douglas had emailed copies of the catalog he intended to order the equipment and the Selectboard reported that the copies were too light to read.  P. Douglas will resubmit.
Local Emergency Operation Plan 2014  The Selectboard reviewed the Local Emergency Operations Plan as submitted by P. Douglas.  G. Smith reported that he had taken the required online course on the National Incident Management System.  G. Smith moved to adopt the Local Emergency Operation Plan dated 4/28/14 and the National Incident Management System.  Motion seconded by L. Courcelle.  The Selectboard unanimously approved the motion. 
Motion by G. Smith to convene the Liquor Control Board.  Motion seconded by G. Wells.  The motion passed unanimously.

Motion by G. Smith to approve the Liquor Licenses for Mendon House, LTD dba Mendon Country Store.
Motion seconded by L. Courcelle.  The motion passed unanimously.

There being no further business, G. Smith moved to adjourn at 9:10 PM.  Motion carried.
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