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September 8, 2014

Members of the Selectboard present:  Greg Smith, Larry Courcelle, and Geoff Wells

Town Officers and employees present:  Sara Tully, Town Administrator, Bill Ellis, Road Commissioner
Residents and Visitors present:  Millie Steingress, Jonathan Charles, Denis Charles
The meeting was called to order at 5:35 PM at the Town Office.

The Selectboard added items to the agenda:

Dog Complaints

FEMA Project Closeouts


Snowmobiles on Wheelerville Road


Petitions for Appropriations Requests
Administrative Matters
Selectmen's Orders were reviewed and signed.

Minutes of Previous Meetings:  L. Courcelle moved to approve the minutes of August 28, 2014.  Motion seconded by G. Wells.  The Selectboard unanimously approved the motion.

Old Business

Temporary Sign Permit Fee Waiver Request  The Mendon Mountain Orchard requested a waiver of the $25 temporary sign permit fee to put up two “U pick” signs and some scarecrows.  The Selectboard requested to see a copy of the Temporary Sign Permit.  G. Smith moved to waive the fee for the temporary sign permit that includes two “U pick” signs and scarecrows.  Seconded by L. Courcelle.  The Selectboard unanimously approved the motion.
HS 122 Late Penalty Waiver Request  Scott McKay requested the late penalty for not filing the HS 122 form by April 15th be waived.  Mr. McKay claims that he filed the form in March online with the State of Vermont.  The penalty being charged is $106.14.  The Selectboard discussed and are not going to waive the fee unless the McKay’s can provide further proof that the form was submitted on time to the State.
Zoning Fee Structure  The Selectboard has requested input about restructuring the Zoning Fee Structure from the Zoning Administrator.  The Selectboard will consider adopting a new Zoning Fee Structure that is easy to comprehend for applicants to calculate the appropriate fee.
Law Enforcement:

VLCT Law Enforcement Policies, Procedures and Best Practices  The Selectboard has reviewed each section of the policy manual and will submit comments to P. Douglas, Constable.
Special Officer Position  The Selectboard reviewed a memo from P. Douglas, Constable, discussing a request for the Special Officer to work additional hours for other law enforcement agencies.  P. Douglas recommended some guidelines to make sure the additional hours did not interfere with his primary employment with the Town of Mendon.  The Selectboard discussed G. Wells will provide feedback regarding the submitted guidelines.
Open Meeting Law Changes G. Smith will submit comments on Mendon’s draft policy to S. Tully.
Ordinance Committee  P. Douglas and R. Carlson have requested the Selectboard create an Ordinance Committee with a representative from the Selectboard.  The Selectboard is not prepared to discuss this concept and the issue was tabled until the next meeting. 
Terra Lane  A letter of compliance to obtain an Access Permit by September 15, 2014 has been sent to Ms. Pasquarello.
Townline Road Culvert Project  B. Ellis provided an update regarding the completion of the construction by Jack Bowen.  Rip Rap must be placed on both ends, the outlet end of the culvert must be shortened and the guardrails installed.  
Woodward Road Project  B. Ellis discussed that the guardrails on one side were installed too close to the roadway.  Dave Conger, Dubois & King, is conducting a field visit on Wednesday and will follow up with Belden to correct the issue.  B. Ellis discussed coordinating paving of the culvert project with the paving of Woodward Road.  Belden is pushing Wilk’s to pave before September 15th which is the conclusion of the contract.  Wilk’s is scheduled to start paving the remaining portion of the road September 22nd.  The town will grant a change order extending the contract to Belden so that the paving can be coordinated.
McLaughlin Falls Road  L. Courcelle reported that he is in contact with the adjoining landowner of the McLaughlin Falls Road.  L. Courcelle will set up a site visit with the landowner and B. Ellis to discuss construction outside the town’s right of way onto private land to taper back the bank.
Salt Prices/Budget  B. Ellis confirmed a $76.02 per ton price for salt with Cargill.  The Selectboard adjust for the excess expense when preparing the 2015-2016 budget.  
Town Office Maintenance  B. Ellis reported that Newt Jones will start working on replacing rotting trim boards.  L. Courcelle is following up with Efficiency Vermont to determine the appropriate attic insulation.  N. Gondella is getting different quotes on the failed grinder pump.
Management Discussion & Analysis  G. Smith stated he is working on this and should be completed by the end of the month for Selectboard approval and submission to the auditors.
Petitions for Appropriations Requests  The Selectboard had received a request to eliminate or change the required petition to request an appropriation at Town Meeting.  The Selectboard requires a petition signed by 5% of the voters (41signatures) be submitted annually.  The petition requirement demonstrates community support for the organization.  The Selectboard decided not to change the petition requirement.
FEMA Project Closeouts  The Selectboard has directed N. Gondella and S. Tully to work on FEMA Project Closeouts as a priority.
Dog Complaints  The Selectboard directed dog complaints to Rod MacCuiag, Animal Control Officer from the last meeting.  S. Tully reported that the dog involved in an altercation and was under quarantine until September 3, 2014 has been registered with the town.
Health Insurance 2015  S. Tully reported that a minimum of a 7.7% increase is expected with carriers approved with Vermont Health Connect.  Rates should be formally published within the next few weeks on the Vermont Health Connect website.  
Adoption of the Subdivision Regulations  Planning Commission members T. Corsones, P. Douglas, B. Godair, N. Langer and J. Lindholm attended this discussion.  G. Smith confirmed with T. Corsones that all changes from the Public Hearing were incorporated into the current draft of the Subdivision Regulations.  Motion by G. Smith to adopt the Subdivision Regulations as presented.  Motion seconded by L. Courcelle.  The Selectboard unanimously approved the motion.  The new Subdivision Regulations will go into effect in 21 days unless a petition for popular vote is filed within 20 days signed by 5% of the voters pursuant to T. 24 § 4442 (b).  T. Corsones discussed circulating the petition.
Salt Shed  B. Ellis discussed cost estimates to determine the extent of damage to the salt shed footings.  The Selectboard authorized B. Ellis to spend up to $2,000 to hire an insured contractor to complete this work.
There being no further business, G. Smith moved to adjourn at 8:55 PM.  The motion carried.
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