Mendon Planning Commission Minutes (Draft)

Special Meeting
February 12, 2026
Present: Justin Lindholm and Fred Bagley were present in person. Teri Corsones and Dick Howe participated remotely. Zoning Administrator Greg Smith was present in person.  Megan Smith participated remotely for a portion of the meeting. Teri explained that there are no meeting minutes for the meeting that was scheduled for February 2, 2026, because there was not a meeting on February 2.  Instead, she will post notes that explain that the meeting was cancelled due to a lack of law enforcement personnel at the time of the scheduled meeting. The notes will be posted in lieu of minutes, to explain the reason for the cancellation.  

Open Meeting Law Complaint: The Planning Commission received a written notice of alleged violations of Vermont’s Open Meeting Law from Carol and Brian Gates on February 3, 2026. The alleged violations involve the Planning Commission meeting that was scheduled for February 2, 2026.

Teri explained that the purpose of the hearing on February 12 is to respond publicly to the allegations.  Mr. and Mrs. Gates alleged that on February 2, 2026 the Planning Commission met, failed to record the meeting, and did not permit the public to participate in person or electronically. They alleged that the door to the Town Office was locked to the public while a quorum of Planning Commission members convened inside, in violation of the Open Meeting Law. The cure they sought is removal of all members of the Planning Commission as well as removal of the Zoning Administrator. 

Following is the chronology of events that the Planning Commission found to have occurred on February 2: A monthly MPC meeting was scheduled for Monday, February 2, 2026 beginning at 5:15 p.m. at the Mendon Town Office.  A link to the meeting and a meeting agenda were posted on the town website. There were no noticed hearings scheduled. Upon arrival at the Town Office shortly before the start time of the meeting, members saw that law enforcement was not present. Pursuant to the Town’s Rules of Conduct & Procedure at Public Meetings, “all in-person meetings will be conducted with law enforcement present.” 
A phone call was made to the Rutland County Sheriff’s office to inquire about the absence of a deputy.  A message was also left for the Sheriff to call back about security coverage. Members went inside the Town Office to get out of the cold while they waited for a return call.  Pursuant to the Town policy, members are permitted to be inside the building, but members of the public are not, until law enforcement is present.  The door was locked as a result. The meeting was then cancelled at approximately 5:30 pm due to the absence of law enforcement. A meeting was never called to order and no business was conducted.
When the meeting was cancelled, members began to leave the building.  Loud banging on the Town Office vestibule door and loud shouting were heard, coming from Mr. Gates. The shouting included threats and profanities in violation of the Town’s code of conduct. The State Police were called to respond to the safety threat and to the disorderly conduct taking place. Mr. Gates continued shouting and banging on the door for some time. He eventually left the building and drove out of the parking lot and members departed. 

Based on the chronology of events, Fred Bagley made a motion that no violation of the Open Meeting Law occurred and that no cure is necessary.  Dick Howe seconded.  The motion carried unanimously. Dick Howe made a motion that a summary of the alleged violations, along with the Planning Commission’s findings and conclusion, be included with the minutes of the special meeting.  Justin Lindholm seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  

Other Business: Dick Howe asked that the Select Board investigate whether any damage was done to the vestibule door during the commotion on February 2.  Megan Smith indicated that she was not aware of damage but would investigate. 
Public Comment: There were no public comments.  The meeting adjourned at 5:43 p.m.

The next meeting of the Mendon Planning Commission is scheduled for Monday, March 9, 2026 at 5:15 pm at the Mendon Town Office, given the conflict with Town Meeting on March 2, 2026, the first Monday in March.
                                                                                                   Respectfully submitted,                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                   Teri Corsones   

